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"He Amendment of the Silo 


= Coins, being lookt upon as F 
Alatter neceſſary to be Perforn'd, 
# thought” convement that this Raf 
port /hould be Printed, to the ali 
that any Perſons. who have Conſudth 
ed—an Afar of this Nature, mit 
(if they pleaſe ) Communicate thi 
Thoughts, for Renaring the Def 
here atm'd at more Perfect or Agri 
able tothe Publick Service. þ 
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; Andof many others, &«. 
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The Right Honourable 
THE 


ords Spiritual and Temporal, 
| NOW "Y 
A/ſembledin PARLIAMENT. 


May it Pleaſe Your Lordſhips, | 


E Humbly Addreſs this Paper to 
Your Lordſhips in General : But 
| adventure in an eſpecial manner 
 Implore the Favour of You, Our good 
- Words, the Biſhops ; becauſe Matters rela- 
og to Piety and Vertue are more imme- 
ately under the Care of Your Lordſhips. 
The Late Queen, of Ever Bleſſed Me- 
ory, well knowing, That moſt Vices have 
aur Original from Sloth and Idleneſs, did 
A} by 


('6 ), 


by Her own Good Example, give prez 
Encouragement to all kind of Works wit 
the Needle, and otherwiſe,relating to you 
Petitioners reſpective Employ ments ; whey 
by thoſe of Better Quality might find I) 
verſion and Employment, and the Meang 

. Sort receive an Honeft Maintenance. 

There 1s hardly any Country. in tt 
World, where the Women have been th 
much a Burthen to the Publick , as i 
England ; whereas, in orher Nations, thaj® 
Contribute a large Proportion to the Lint 
lyhood of their Families. - — 

Bur the Countenance Her Sacred Mliv 
jeſty did give to Needke-Works of all kind® 
has made them for theſe Six Years laſt | 
ſo 'Fafhionable,, and of ſuch General Y 
in this Kingdom, that many "Thouſands 
Women do thereby Maintain themſelvay# 
their Aged Parents, and Young Children; £9! 

By which Means the Weaker "Sex al 
been prelerved trom thoſe Temprytiou! 

_ which Want might otherwiſe incline thin? 
and, by this Houſwifery, many Moll 
Virgins. have recommended thernſclves 
Frugal and Induſtrious Husbands, ; 

We mutt crayeleave ro lay before Ill 
Lordihips, That the long War Abwij®* 
the Civil War in [re/aud, and other 4ll® 

_ "tents at Home, have made great Chal 
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Ma Families heretofore Rich and Proſperous. 
ll And we the Principal Employers of itheie 
ol Embroiderers, Stitchers, &c. in and about 

Lovdon, (if it were fit and. proper} could 
make it appear to the Parliament, That 
Avery many Gentlewomen of gaod Birth 

| ET nineties have not any Bread ar Sub- 

Mſiftance, but what they Earn Dayly by 
their Work, as tis deliver'd to us. 

Y We have not un it Dutifyl or De- 

Mcent to trouble either Houſes of Parliament 
ayith Complaints or Clamours, - Not but 
that our Numbers are exceeding great, and 
eur Caſe, full as deplorable as that of the 


18 Weavers, 


M-' We ſhall not pretend to Calculate how 
many Hands are thus employ*d, but this ih 
Some meaſure may be guelſsd at, by Con- 
 idering, of what general Uſe, from the 
Dbigheſt, to the loweſt, thoſe Indian Goods 
Were, which we improve in Exg/and, 

il If, as ſome People apprehend, the ins 
ply teaded Prohibitions ſhould Occaſion the 
SY intire Loſs of the Ea/t-India Trade, we 
Yay venture to affirm, That many: Thou- 
KY and Families will thereby be utterly ruin'd; 
Sho have no Other Sublilttance than by 
Focttering thoſe Sort of Goods by their Skill 
and Fancy. Wes 
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(8) 
If the- Prohibitions ſhould ſo Opperatis 
as to'looſe the Trade, it would undo' ſony 
Hundreds of Families, who live by Prine 
ing, Dying, and Staining the Courſer on 
ticoes. For in ſuch a Caſe thoſe who'k 
theſe. Men at Work, muſt be forc*d eithy 
to' buy Callicoes of the Datch, or Scoteh 
Cloth at near double the Price. ( 
Many Thouſand Hands are likewik 
employ*d in Stitching Callicoes, and Flow 
riſhing Muz/lings, which muſt intire 
loſe 'their Work, if theſe Prohibition 
ſhould: deſtroy the Eaſt-India Trade; m 
other kind of Linnen being [proper for tha 
Uſe, but fine Callico and Mazſlin. 4 
But may it pleaſe your: good Lord 
| ſhips, The intended Prohibitions will &: 
tainly ruin yet a greater Number of Pe 
ple, who. intirely Subſiſt, by Staining 
Painting, Printing, Embroidering, Stitch 
ing, and Flouriſhing a great 'part of th 
Grnghams, Plain Damark, Bengals, Tiff 
ties and Satins, and ſeveral other lore ( 
Goods that come from India. | 
If ' it ſhould be ObjeRted , That thi 
Workmanſhip may be employ d upon Silt 
Manufactur'd at' home 3 ' We: humbly At: 
{wer That it' will cot be Worth OuÞar 
while {> to do, and that it cannot} 
om becauſe many of the fore 
mention! 


"* 


TY) © 
menation'd Wares, come as Cheap into 
Our Hands, as the Silk comes into .the 
Weavers Reed. 


As for Example, The firſt Colt to us, 


of an Indian Silk may be Two Shillings 


the Yard, which when We have improv?d, 


by Embroidering, Stitching, or other- 
A wiſe, may Sell for Nine Shillings per 
Y Yard, whereby rhere 1s gain'd for the 
= Manufacturers Livelyhood Seven Shillings 
W zer Yard. 


A A Sk of very little better Subſtance , 


ether brought from Italy, France, and 
Holland, or Wrought at Home, ſhall Coſt 
Nine Shillings per Yard : Notwithſtand- 


Ming which, the Tzd:ian Silk fo improv'd 
W by us, ſhall do equal the: Service, and be 
© More acceptable to the Cuſtomer than a- 
Wy Enropean Sk. | 


And, may it pleaſe: your Lordihips, ge- 
nerally Speaking, We can afford Wares ſo 
mproved, Cheaper, as Serviceable and 
more pleaiing to the Eye, than any Si/kman, 
Becauſe. among the Silk-Meavers, a good 


WW orkman will expe: half a Crown a-day, 


and not work'hard from Six in the Mora- 
Ng to Six at Night, whereas Our People 


begin at Five, and are art their Needles 
: till 


(10) 

till Nine at Night : and much the gia: ' 
eft part of them - eara not above Six Pey 
by the Day. | 

It muſt without doubt import ar 
Country that the prime Coſt in Ma 
fattures wrought from foreign Materi: 
ſhould be as low as poſſible. 

And thoſe Manufactures are to be 
courag*d, which Employ many . Hand; 
ak at ſmall Wages, becauſe the Prof 
thereby ariling, becomes, ſo, more diſpers| 
among the Common People. 

And tis humbly hop'd, ſuch Worllfl 
may be Countenancd by the State, rhylf 
Employ hands which would otherwiſe i 
Idle. | 
We who Employ many Thouſand Ml 
milies in the ſecond ManufaQturing a 
gcoTIng Eaſt-India Goods, are ready 
make it appear before Your Lordſhi 
when calPd upon, by the Oaths of Cre 
ble Perſons, [ 


Firſt, That the Prime Coſt of « 
Goods is ſo low that we can affonl 
to let the Poor Manufacturers be r6 
ſonable Gainers by Us. , 

Secondly, That this Gain is widely «nl 
pers*d among the Common . Peop 


reaching to Parts very diſtant f g 
London, Third| 
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"Thirdly, That we Employ ſome Thou» 
oy fands of Children and Women, who 
robably could not otherwiſe get an 
al hoc ivelyhood. | 
ng. And, Laſtly, May it pleaſe Your Lord- 
us ſhips, We ſhall perhaps be able -to 
prove, That upon the whole, not ma» 
ny fewer Families Subſiſt by Im- 
proving Eaſt-India Goods, than. by 
means of the Silk ManufaCQture. 


All which will appear -plainly to ſuch 
Was conſider, how great the Conſumption 
ls, of theſe Wares, by both Sexes, and: a- 
mong all Degrees of People. | 
The Head-Dreflings for Women, Waſte- 
WCoats, and Night-Caps for Men, Stitch'd 
WQuilts, Embrouderies, and Flouriſh*d Mzaz- 
fins for both Sexes, with many other 
thongs that might be enumerated, muſt of 
T Neceflity ſet many Hands at work upon 
different ManufaQuures, of which the Prime 
Coſt of the firſt Materials at the Eaſt-Inaia 
T vales, is not, one with another, above a 
© third ; the other two thirds being divided 
among the Povrer- fort, and ſuch as Em- 
ploy *em. | 
We are afflidted from the bottom of 
Our Hearts-at the Cale of the Poor Wea- 
vers who want Work, but we muft Crave 
icave 


> (T2) | 

ſeave to lay before Your Lordſhips, That 
VVe the Employers of theſe Embroideren 
and other Manufacturers are credibly In, 
farmed that the Weavers want of Bufineſs 
does not ariſe from the Importation «f 
Faft-Tndia Goods, but from other Cauſe, 
For, 


Firſt, Before the VVar, when much 
greater Quantities of Wrought Silks 
were brought from Iza:2, they ' had 
full Employment and there was ng 
Complaint. 


Secondly, The Exceſſive Price of Ray 


Silk, and the preſent Scarcity of Mon 
( occaſion'd by the VVar) are Caulſs 
that the Head Weavers cannot ſet the 
Poor to V Vork. 


So long a VVar muſt needs afflict all the 
different Ranks of Men, and the Weaver: 
bear but their proportion in the Common 
Calamity. | 

The Nobility and Gentry pay in Taxes a 
Fifth part of their Revenues, beſides well 
nigh double for all Materials of a Foreign 
Growth. 


The Merchant pays morenow for Freight. 


and Seamens V Vages than ever, beſides tht 
hazzard ;he runs from an Enemy, who hs 
diverted 
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diverted his whole Naval Strength to a 
Pyratical ," ——_ 
The preſent Want of Species . makes 
Trading dead every where, and we -who 
are now Petitioners before Your Lordſhips, 
have Our full Share in this general Mailery ; 
being forc'd to keep at Work, and Pay Our 
People, though Our Goods can haye but 

little Vent. : 

' But we live in hopes that the High WH- 
dom, and Valour, of . the King, will re- 
ſtore Our Afﬀairs either by, a Peace, or by 


His Vitories Abroad. ' _ 
And in the mean while we Your.,Peti- 
tionets humbly ſubmit it to the Conſlidera- 
tion of *Your Lordihips, how far it may be 
Conſiſtent * with Your Piety and Juſtice to 
relieve one ſort of Men at the Expence of 
others, a yet more helpleſs Feople... .. 

We hope the Bleſſed Memory 'of Her 
Sacred Majeſty, now. Deceaſed, will pre- 
vail upon Your Lordſhips.to take Our,Caſe 

\ rp Your Thoughts, and the ſad Condi: 
tin of ſuch as depend upon Us, Who Are 
generafly* Qrphans , .. Poor Widows... and 
Young Virgins, who muſt be depriv'd of 
their Subfiffance, if the Prohibition of Eaj- 
1ndiz Goods paſſes, which is now Propes'd 


in Parltament, 
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_ * The Hearty Prayers of Widows ay 
Virgins V Ve hope will undoubtedly brin 
Succels to Your Lordſhips Councils, ani 
Proſperity to the Kings Arms, who wil 
be ſhortly Contending in the Field for the 
Liberties of Exrope, 


Not only ſome Thouſands of V Voma 
ſubſiſt from VVork meerly occalion'd by 
Eaſt-India Goods, as well as very may 
Families of other ManufaCturers, but ma, 
ny Virgins alſo have been thereby prefery' 
from Vice and Corruption 3 And tis upon 
this Score chiefly that we preſume to fo 
plore Your LO aſſiſtance, who, arc 
the Principal ' Protectors of Modeſty and 
Vertue. 

The Protection of the V Veaker Sex, and 
the keeping of them within the: Bounds df 
Modeſty and Goodneſs, have been always 
the Care of V Vile Governments ; beeauſc 
in all Countries the: Courage of Men does 
very much depend ypon the Vertue of their 
VVomen : For at all Times, . and in al 
Places, where the VVomen haye grow 
Vicious, either through too much V Vealth, 
or too:much V Vant, the Men have imme 
diately become Fearful and Effeminate. 


The 
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The Premiſes conſider*d , V Ve humbly 
- hope Your Lordſhips will not think it 
Adviſeable, nor for the Publick Good, 
to paſs this Bill now Propos'd for Pro- 
hibiting the V Vearing Eaſt-India and 
Perſia Wrought Silks, Bengals, &Cc. 


And Tour Petitioners, as in Du 
bound, ſhall ever Pray for the Wel- 
fare and Proſperity of your Lord- 


ſoips. 


